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As Its Public Member 

  
The American Board of Nursing Specialties (ABNS) is pleased to announce 
that Edythe (“Dede”) Pahl, MBA, has been appointed to serve as its Public 
Member.  As a consultant in the area of certification, Ms. Pahl brings a wealth 
of experience to the position, including 10 years of experience with the 
Certified Financial Board of Standards, Inc. in positions such as interim 
President and Chief Operating Officer.  In addition, she played an active 
volunteer role in the National Organization for Competency Assurance, 
including five years on its Board of Directors and one year as President.    

The Public Member of ABNS champions the perspective of the healthcare 
consumer, views specialty nursing certification as means for public protection, 
has an interest in healthcare as it relates to the protection of the public, and 
as a voting member of the ABNS Assembly, freely voices input into the 
policies and decisions of ABNS.  The Public Member also serves on the 
ABNS Accreditation Council and plays a key role in reviewing applications 
submitted by nursing certification organizations seeking accreditation of their 
certification examination programs.  

“We are very excited about the experience, commitment and knowledge 
Dede will bring to ABNS and the ABNS Accreditation Council.  She is strong 
proponent of the role of private certification as a means of benefiting the 
public and will be a great advocate of the value of nursing certification,” said 
Sharon Kemerer, MSN, RN, COHN-S/CM, President of ABNS.  

Editors Note:  

The American Board of Nursing Specialties (ABNS) is a membership 
organization that maintains a national peer review program for nursing 
specialty certification.  The purposes of ABNS are to provide a forum for 
nursing certification collaboration, promote the value of nursing certification to 
various publics and provide a mechanism for accreditation and recognition of 
quality nursing specialty certification.  Currently, twenty ABNS Regular 
Member and one Associate Member Organizations represent over half a 



million specialty certified registered nurses and its five Affiliate Members 
include providers of key certification –related testing products and services.  
One Public Member represents the consumer’s perspectives on issues about 
specialty nursing certification.  For further information about ABNS, visit 
www.nursingcertification.org or email Bonnie Niebuhr, MS, RN, CAE, 
Executive Director, at ABNSCEO@aol.com. 
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