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The ABNS Research and Evaluation Project Sharing initiative provides information on research and
evaluation projects related to nursing specialties, certification and credentialing. ABNS is committed to
disseminating information about past research and evaluation studies or those that are currently in
progress. It is an opportunity for researchers and organizations to collaborate on projects, learn from
others, and publicize their work.

To participate in the ABNS Research and Evaluation Project Sharing, please complete this form.

Contact Person/Principal Investigator: Contact: Janice Moore / Principal Investigator: Lisa Nepi
Title: CEO

Organization Name: SeaCrest

Phone: 877-619-9885 x702

Email Address: jmoore@seacrestcompany.com

Address/City/State: 3611 Mt. Holly-Huntersville Dr., Suite 204-378, Charlotte, NC 28216
Project Title: A Study of Alternate Item Formats in Accredited Certification Programs

Topic Headings (key words): Alternate Items, Alternative Items, Exam Development,
Accreditation

Brief Project Description:

The National Board of Certification and Recertification for Nurse Anesthetists (NBCRNA) and
SeaCrest recently completed a research study to determine which accredited certification
programs use alternative type formats on their certification examinations, and a follow-on
survey of these programs to measure the efficacy of these alternative type formats. Alternate
items, or innovative items, are characterized as items that take advantage of the features and
functions offered by computer technology to deliver assessments not easily done in traditional
paper-and-pencil format. The study targeted certification programs accredited by the following
organizations: National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA), the Accreditation Board for
Specialty Nursing Certification (ABSNC), and the American National Standards Institute.

Publications from project (if available): Attached.
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Link to project information (if available): PDF research report attached.

Disclaimer

The ABNS Project Sharing initiative provides information on research and evaluation projects that
examine specialty nursing certification. ABNS does not endorse or attest to the projects’ findings or to
the rigor of the methodology. For permission to duplicate original studies, please contact individual
study authors, as these studies are not the property of ABNS.

Submit form to Melissa Biel, ABNS Deputy Director, at mbiel@nursingcertification.org
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